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of such, a deed, the circumstance offered too good a chance to
he lost sight of by his uncle, who employed an attorney named
Gifford, and with his assistance used every effort at the cor-
oner's inquest, and the subsequent trial, to bring about a verdict
of murder. In this, however, he did not succeed, although <he
practised all the unfair means that could be invented to procure
the removal of the prisoner to Newgate from the healthy gaol
to which he had been at first committed;' and < the Earl even
appeared in person on the bench, endeavoring to intimidate
and browbeat the witnesses, and to inveigle the prisoner into
destructive confessions.' Annesley was honorably acquitted,
after his uncle had expended nearly one thousand pounds on
the prosecution.
" Tfee trial between James Annesley, Esq., and Richard, Earl
of Anglesey, before the Bight Honorable the Lord Chief Jus-
tice and other Barons of the Exchequer, commenced on the
llth November, 1743, and was continued for thirteen days.
The defendant's counsel examined an immense number of wit-
nesses in an attempt to prove that Annesley was the illegitimate
son of the late Baron Altham. The Jury found for the plain-
tiff ; but it did not prove sufficient to recover his title and es-
tates : for his uncle ' had recourse to every device the law al-
lowed, and his powerful interest procured a writ of error which
set aside the verdict.' Before another trial could be brought
about, Annesley died without male issue, and Lord Anglesey
consequently remained in undisturbed possession.
" It is presumed that the points of resemblance between the
leading incidents in the life of this unfortunate young noble-
man and the adventures of Henry Bertram in G-uy Manner-
ing, are so evident as to require neither comment nor enu-
meration to make them apparent to the most cursory reader of
the Novel. The addition of a very few other circumstances
will, it is believed, amount to a proof of the identity of the two
stories.
" The names of many of the witnesses examined at the trial
have been appropriated >— generally with some slight alteration
— to characters in the novel. Among others, one of them is
named Henry Brown, while Henry Bertram, alias Vanbeest

